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Detention Camp,
7-2-1943

Dear Lord Linlithgow,
I have to thank you for your long reply dated 5th instant
to my letter of 29th January last.
I would take your last point first, namely, the contemplated
fast which begins on 9th instant. Your letter, from a Satya^.
grahi's standpoint, is an invitation to fast. No doubt the
responsibility for the step and its consequences will be solely
mine. You have allowed an expression to slip from your pen
for which I was unprepared. In the concluding sentence of the
second paragraph you describe the step as an attempt "to find
an easy way out". That you, as a friend, can impute such a base
and cowardly motive to me passes comprehension. You have
also described it as "a form of political blackmail", and you
quote my previous writings on the subject against me. I abide
by my writings. I hold that there is nothing inconsistent in them
with the contemplated step. I wonder whether you have yourself
read those writings.
I do claim that I approached you with an open mind when
I asked you to convince me of my error. A "profound distrust"
of the published reports is in no way inconsistent with my
having an open mind.
You say that there is evidence that I (I leave my friends
out for the moment) "expected this policy to lead to violence",
that I was "prepared to condone it", and that "the violence
that ensued formed part of a concerted plan conceived long
before the arrest of Congress leaders". I have seen no eviden<rjj
in support of such a serious charge. You admit that part of the
evidence has yet to be published. The speech of the Home
Member, of which you have favoured me with a copy, may be
taken as the opening speech of the prosecution counsel and
nothing more. It contains unsupported imputations against
Congressmen. Of course he has described the violent outburst
in graphic language. But he has not said why it took place when
it did. I have suggested why it did. You have condemned m*:$.
and women before trying them and hearing their defence. Sure^
there was nothing wrong in my asking you to show me the
evidence on which you hold them guilty. What you say in your
letter carries no conviction. Proof should correspond to the
canons of English jurisprudence.
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